In the House in Question
Period Scott asked...

May 5, 2009

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, Canada's pork producers
need a government that has some
influence in China to persuade the
Chinese that there is no science behind
any ban on Canadian pork.

The Conservatives' rhetoric has damaged
Canada's relations with China.

The government does not seem to realize
that it is not helping Canada's pork
producers when it has a trade minister
who says that China is one of the fiercest
and most deeply entrenched tyrannies on
earth.

When will the Conservatives stop their
gratuitous attacks on China and actually
work with China to help defend Canada's
pork industry?

May 11, 2009

Hon. Scott Brison (Kings—Hants, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, the government is standing
by while more U.S. legislation shuts
Canada out. The fact is that state level
and local government contracts are not
covered by our Canadian trade
agreements. The U.S. has asked Canada
to change this but that would actually
require the Prime Minister to work with
the provinces.

When will the Prime Minister show some

leadership and work with the provinces to
change our trade agreements? When will
the Conservatives actually take action to

protect Canadians jobs against American
protectionism?
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Brison asks NS government
to stop plans to cut the
Maritime Fall Fair

Scott recently wrote Premier Rodney
MacDonald asking him to halt plans to
cut the Maritime Fall Fair in half.

He said:

irfhe Maritime Fal/l
premier agricultural fair and serves a
valuable role as a generator of
economic activity, including as a draw
for tourists, and performing an
educational role for citizens about the
contribution farming makes to our
society.

The competitive component of the fair
Is essential to instill pride among
producers and to ensure ongoing
development of the agricultural
sector. In 1996, 14 percent of the food
consumed in Nova Scotia was
produced here but that figure had
dropped to just eight percent by 2007.
Encouraging our urban citizens in
particular to see the full breadth of our
Nova Scotia agricultural industry is a
useful tool to raise awareness about
the source of their food and to
ultimately strengthen our local
producers.

The government must show strong
support for this important agricultural
showcase. 0

Scott, Mike Ivey and Paula Lunn.

In a speech in the House on
trade issues, Scott said:

We are a trade-dependent nation. We
have a small, open economy. It is
troubling that under the Conservative
government we have the first trade
deficit that Canada has seen in over
30 years.

It is ominous that as a small, open
economy that depends on external
trade for our prosperity and jobs, in
fact, today we are buying more as a
country than we are selling. We are
facing a weakened global economy

and we must broaden our trading
relationships. We must seek out new
trading opportunities.

Canada's reliance on trade with the
U.S., particularly with the United
States having been hit the hardest
during this economic downturn,
demonstrates to us that we need to
diversify our trading relationships
during not just these difficult times but
on an ongoing basis so that we are
not as vulnerable or reliant on one
market for the future.
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